
  

April 2021 

 

One copy delivered free  throughout Fenstanton and Hilton ten 
times per year.  Available online at: 

 

www.hilton-village.com and www.fenstanton-village.co.uk   
 

spectrumparishnews@gmail.com 

A reminder of winter and a few signs of spring. 
Thanks to Malcolm Lynn , Rosie Tallow,  Mike Phillips and Denise May 

http://www.hilton-village.com/
http://www.fenstanton-village.co.uk/
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USEFUL NUMBERS 

Emergency:  
Police 101   
Swavesey Surgery 01954230202 
Fenstanton Surgery 01480461873 
Fenstanton Pharmacy 01480495159 
Out of hours doctor dial 111 
To report:  water leaks  08003167676 
street lights not working   0800253529 
 

Council: 
Fenstanton Parish Council  01480465300 
Hilton Parish Council 01480830605  
County Councillor 01480830250  
District Councillor (Hilton)  01480388826 
Churches: 
Fenstanton U R C Church 01480352058 
Fenstanton Parish Church 01480465211  
Catholic Church (St Ives)  01480462192 
Hilton Methodist Chapel 01480830686 
Rev Nick Witham  01480462293  
Hilton Parish Church  01480 830866 830413  
Rev David Busk  01480436400  
The Bridge (St Ives) 01480498801 
Int Prayer Palace Church 01480878450  
 Clubs: 
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 01480831715 
Fenstanton Rainbows, Brownies  
And Guides 07730369565 
Girlguidingfenstanton@hotmail.com  

Hilton Rainbows and Brownies 01480830156 
Fenstanton WI  marklquinn@gmail.com  

Hilton WI 01480830455 
Fenstanton Friendship Club 01480350677 
Fenstanton Bowls 01954230471 
Fenstanton Indoor Bowls 01480497202 

Fenstanton Football Club 07711674591 
Fenstanton Youth Football 01480395338 
Fenstanton Glebe Allotments
  janstone4@btinternet.com  
Fenstanton Supple Strength:  07910 600077 
Fenstanton Dance Aerobics:  07910 600077  
Hilton Aerobics 01480832321 
Hilton Art Club 01480831410 
Hilton Flower Club 01480830571 
Hilton Pilates 07733307475 
Fenstanton Pilates 01480465117 
Fenstanton Morris 01480466448 
Scottish Country Dancing    01487822989 
Slimming World 07772868472 
St Ives Art Club 01480466155 
Tai Chi for beginners 01480468701 
Tennis 01954231752 
 
Community: 
Hilton Feast Week  01480832329 
Fenstanton Village Sports 01480370973 
Fenstanton Village Hall 01480461751 
Hilton Town Trust 01480830866 
Hilton Neighbourhood Watch  01480831658  
Fenstanton Church Centre 01954230471 
Hilton Village Hall 07752678415 
St Ives RBL Women’s Section 01480380882 
 
Education: 
Primary School 01480375055 
Fenstanton Pre-School 01480496156 
Fenst. Baby & Toddler Group 01480830658 
Swavesey VC 01954230366 
Hilton Day Nursery Hilton  01767688715 
Hilton Baby & Toddler Group 07749682229  

If you run a club or are involved in a village activity and think your telephone number would 
be useful on this page, please let us know. Please advise us of any errors or amendments 

needed to any of the above. 

The FINAL deadline for copy is the 14th of the current month. 
Whenever possible, the Editor would prefer copy by email to:  

 

spectrumparishnews@gmail.com or if you haven’t access to email, written 
contributions to: Mickey Pallett, 31 Lancelot Way, Fenstanton, PE28 9LY  

Any material submitted for insertion will be at the discretion of the editors, subject to 
editing, and will be copyright of the publisher.   

mailto:Girlguidingfenstanton@hotmail.com
mailto:marklquinn@gmail.com
mailto:janstone4@btinternet.com
mailto:spectrumparishnews@googlemail.com


SPECTRUM TEAM 
Editor: Mickey Pallett  Advertising Secretary: Kay Pulley 
Assistant Editor:   Accounts Secretary: Mickey Pallett 
Any inaccuracies in the content of any article submitted are the responsibility of the person 
submitting the article. 
Spectrum is produced monthly (joint issues for Dec/Jan and July/August), by 
volunteers.  Printing costs are funded through annual advertising revenue, and 
donations from local clubs, individuals & organisations.   
Monetary donations may be sent to Mickey Pallett, 31 Lancelot Way, Fenstanton, 
PE28 9LY (cheques made payable to Spectrum Magazine).  

 

mailto:scrufftofluffdogs@gmail.com
mailto:stormguardbuild@gmail.com


7 

Letters & Notices 

Hilton’s efforts in aid of Action for Children Record Sum Raised 
Although Hilton’s annual house-to-house collection in aid of Action For 
Children had to be cancelled this year due to the COVID-19 restrictions, the 
village raised the magnificent sum of £770 through donations.  Organiser, 
Heather Woods, thanks donors for their generosity which produced a record 
sum from Hilton for the charity.  
Toys For Woodland Lodge 
The annual ecumenical gift service also had to be cancelled this year but, 

despite that, many gifts of toys and games were received so that children at 

Woodland Lodge had Christmas presents to open on Christmas Day. 

Organiser, Jan Whatley, said that she had had a bumper collection of gifts 

and that she was very grateful to everyone who had donated gifts so that the 

children could celebrate Christmas.  The photo shows the gifts that have 

been sent to Woodland Lodge. 

Michael Way 

Unfortunately, Hilton lost one of its long-term residents earlier this year 
when Michael Way passed away.  Michael was born in Catterick, Yorkshire 
in 1930, the son of a military father.  His career was spent in ecology and 
research, which took him to many parts of the world.   
He moved to Cambridgeshire in the early 1960s and helped set up the world 
renown Institute for Terrestrial Ecology at Monks Wood, just outside 
Huntingdon.  Shortly after moving here he married Alix in 1964. 
He was very active within the village proving to be an effective parish 
councillor serving from 1974 to 1992, which included a three-year spell as 
chairman.  However, most people will remember him as our Tree Warden, a 
job he held for 30 years.  Hilton had been devastated by Dutch Elm Disease 
and during his tenure he planted over 300 trees, no mean achievement.   
Michael was very good company with an excellent sense of humour.  His 
humour was usually followed by a short pause, then a wry smile, a very 
endearing characteristic.  We will miss him. 
Ian Stott (Councillor, Hilton) 
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All our Sunday services are being held virtually via zoom at 9.45am. The zoom 
link can be obtained from me on 830273 or sandy.monk@btinternet.com 
There are also services from St Ives Methodist Church live on Facebook at 
10.30am. Furthur details can be found of other services on Huntingdon 
Methodist Church website. 
 
On Tuesday 8th December at 7.30pm we are hosting our Ecumenical Gift 
Service in aid of Action for Children led by Rev Nick Witham. Please see the 
separate paragraph above explaining about this charity, donating gifts and 
where the gifts go. 
 
There will be an online Circuit Carol Service on 20th December, time to be 
confirmed. Please check the Huntingdon Methodist Church website for details or 
on our church noticeboard.         Continued over 

Hilton Methodist Church April 

mailto:sandy.monk@btinternet.com
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Hilton Parish Church - April 
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HILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
At present we are holding services every Sunday at 9.45 am on Zoom. The 
details for joining can be obtained from Sandy Monk (Tel. 830273) or Ian and 
Heather Woods( Tel 830686) . The services last approximately 30 minutes 
and joining is from 9.35am. 
There are also regular services throughout the circuit at 10.30am and joining 
details for these can be obtained as above. 

Hilton Methodist Church April 

Fenstanton United Reformed Church -  April 

Thanks to everyone who 
has contributed to the stall 
at my home, 28 Bell Lane 
over the last 12 months. 
As you may be aware 
£3400 up to date figure 
has been raised for 17 
different charities with your 
contributions. Now we are 
getting into better weather,  
 
I will have books and 
jigsaws and other goodies 
available on days when 
there is no rain and will 
continue to value your 
support. 
 
Plants will be on sale soon, 
if you have spare plant 
please donate them to this, 
also need jigsaws. 
Please do drop by and 
have a look. 
 

Jean 
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Jigsaw Exchange –  

Still running in Hilton! 

Coronavirus restrictions mean that we cannot currently 
store the jigsaws in the church, but they are still availa-
ble to borrow and/or exchange from Rachel & Phil’s 
house in Hilton.  So how does it work now?   Just call on 
830866 and make a request – we can’t let you just 
browse the jigsaws but, if you tell us what you want (size 
& subject matter), we will select a few from which you 
can then chose …. not perfect but better than not having 
a jigsaw to keep you entertained through the winter months!  Any jigsaws 
that you don’t take (or which are returned to the exchange) will go into quar-
antine before being offered to someone else.  Strict social distancing in 
place at all times.   
For more information, please contact Rachel Wood (830866)  
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Fenstanton Parish Church - April 

Continued over 

April 2021 
 
What will Easter bring us this year? Easter bunnies, chocolate eggs, 
warmer weather, more daylight hours, plans as we come out of lockdown 
3…… hopefully. I wonder what is on your list of things you want to do? 
For us as the church we, too, have hope. It is a different sort of hope to 
that of hoping to get a chocolate egg or hoping you can go to a football 
match again. It is the sure and certain hope of the Christian faith, that 
Jesus died and rose again for all of us: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”     John 
3:16 
A message of love and of hope that goes beyond the limits of this earthly 
life.  
 
At the time of writing, we are not sure what our plans might be with 
regard to opening our parish church for Sunday worship, although we 
are ever ‘hopeful’ that we might be able to open for Easter. We are 
mindful that the steps for coming out of lockdown are dependent on the 
way the virus is increasing or decreasing in its cases. We are mindful, 
too, that we will need to meet rigorous criteria for a covid19 secure risk 
assessment that all places of worship have to meet before they can 
safely open for public worship. 
 
We have been producing a weekly “Worship At Home” booklet which 
goes out by email to 100+ homes every week, and has done so since 
the first lockdown back in March 2020. We also safely deliver about a 
dozen printed copies to those who are not on email (following guidelines 
for quarantining the booklets and hand sanitisation for delivery).  Both 
the booklet and the newsletter will continue for the foreseeable future.  
We have had some special services by Zoom during 2020 and, from 
January 2021 until now, we have met on Zoom for our regular Sunday 
worship at 10am besides the regular weekly Zoom services we have 
been running on Monday evenings and Thursday mornings since the 
start of lockdowns. 
 
So as we, as a parish, come out of lockdown 3 we now have three 
churches to consider. St Mary’s at Fen Drayton, St Peter & St Paul, 
Fenstanton and our digital church. The pandemic has unexpectedly 
brought opportunities. Much to think about. 
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Fenstanton Parish Church -  April 

As we begin to emerge into a potential new normal, may you, too, 
emerge in your own safe way into your new normal. Not forgetting the 
past but remembering those things that became precious to us. 
Enjoying the present moment, as best we can. And planning for the 
future, knowing that we all have a responsibility for our own actions in 
reducing the risk of transmission of any virus but not least this 
particular one and its variants.  
 
I heard recently that it is not the fear of change people are most 
worried or concerned about, although that is how they might speak of 
it. It is actually the fear of loss. Yes, we have suffered loss in many 
ways but there are also many stories of positive change. We might 
have different views on all this, I accept that, but could we take those 
good, positive things into our new normal and enable our lovely 
community here, in Fenstanton, to benefit from positive change? 
With all good wishes, Rev Rosie 
 
 
Contact details for our parish are: 
Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393   email: 
rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com  
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 01480 461751 and Ian Hucklesby 01480 
465211. 
For login details of our Zoom services visit: 
 Fenstanton Church Booking (fenchurchbooking.org.uk) or contact Rev 
Rosie. 
Please note that all enquiries for weddings and baptisms should be 
made in the first instance to our Rector Rev’d Rosie Tallowin, 01480 
467393. Enquiries regarding funeral services, including those to be 
held in church, should be made through a Funeral Director.  

For more information about our Community Fund, or to make an 
application for financial help, please email 
FenstantonCommunityFund@gmail.com 

Why not visit our Facebook page - Fen Drayton with Fenstanton 
Parish Churches. 

mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk/
mailto:FenstantonCommunityFund@gmail.com
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Fenstanton Community Café so far, an update: 
 
This time last year……. 
 
I was in the process of organising a planning meeting for a Community Café to open 
in Fenstanton. Of course, you will know what happened next? Before we could even 
have our first meeting, I had to postpone it due to lockdown 1, not thinking for a 
minute that a year on and the café would not be up and running. 
Except IT IS!!!! 
 
Not in a physical venue form but the virtual café has been running since June 2020 
and will continue. 
 
We are so grateful to Fenstanton Parish Council for a grant to help us with the virtual 
and the physical café. The grant has allowed us to get a creatively designed mug 
made for our virtual café regulars. Our thanks to Helen and Steve who not only 
designed the mug but got it ordered (Mr Tesco printing services) and then thanks to 
our delivery fairies and elves who made sure everyone got their mug. The pictures 
show you the clever design, incorporating various aspects of the café and the village. 

 
And the real café – yes, it is all too easy to 
think that the physical café which was, of 
course, the original intention, is the main 
thing, the real thing. But the pandemic, as 
awful as it was and still is, taught us 
something about connecting with people 
who might not be physically able to attend 
a café but whose needs are just as 

relevant. It is our hope that the physical and virtual café will meet at some point. Also 
in those hopes are the possibilities that the physical café would not necessarily meet 
every time in the same venue.  
 
So, as I begin to plan for the physical café, are you one of those people who 
expressed an interest in helping? If yes, are you still interested, as I know that your 
circumstances may have changed. Or maybe you are wanting to find out more 
information? 
 
My hope is the physical location café will be run by the community for the community. 
Is that something you could get involved in? Either regularly or occasionally? Do you 
belong to a group that might offer to run the café for one or more sessions? 
In the meantime – our virtual café is open to anyone who would like to join us on a 
Wednesday afternoon, it doesn't matter where you live or where you are joining us 
from. The virtual café meets every Wednesday afternoon, from 2pm to 3.30pm on 
Zoom. Message me for the meeting ID and passcode. We have a facebook page 
“Fenstanton Community Café” and a WhatsApp group. 
 
We do have two rules we have agreed upon: 
1. We respect each other’s views - we might not agree with another person's 
viewpoint, but we respect them as a person who has their own view. 
2. We don't share photos or phone numbers unless we have permission from that 
person. 

Rev Rosie. 01480 467393        email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com 

mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH St Ives 
Church of the Sacred Heart,  

19 Needingworth Rd. 
 

Parish Priest: Rev Thomas J Walton  
Tel 01480 462192,  

 
www.sacredheart-stives.org 

 
Mass Times: Saturday 17.00,  

Sunday 08.00 and 11.00 
 

Papworth Everard, at the Parish 

The Particular Baptist Chapel 
Church Lane, Fenstanton,  

PE28 9JW 
 

There has been a witness to the worship of 
God here over the years since 1643 

Services are on Sundays at 10.30am and 
2.30pm  

and on Thursday evenings at 7.15pm 

We still use the Authorised, King James Bi-
ble, believe in Particular Redemption  

 
 
The church is currently closed but live virtual Sunday service are held each 
week 
These can be found on UTube at The Bridge Church St Ives/Live 
It is also available on Zoom, details on joining can be found on the church 
website 
www.thebridgechurch.co.uk 
 
Come along to our lovely church building for some lively 
worship; hear about God's love for us and how we can 
put it into practice in our lives. 
 
We also meet together in Small Groups during the week, 
where we build friendships and grow together as a family 
in our faith. We hold a monthly church Prayer Meeting, bi-monthly Men’s Breakfast 
Fellowship and also a bi-monthly Woman’s Breakfast Fellowship. We also hold a bi-
monthly Men’s’ Curry Night at a local restaurant.  
 
There is a Youth Group for 11 to 18 year olds which meet on Friday nights in term-time 
between 7 to 9 pm. The Babies and Toddlers Group meet at 9.30am on Thursdays in 
term-time. A Craft Club meets at 2pm on alternate Thursday afternoons. A Woman’s 
Weekly Bible Study group meets each Tuesday at 10am. We would love to welcome you 
to any of these events. 
 
The Separate Children’s church at the Bridge is a fun, exciting and safe place where 
children can learn about God in a meeting especially designed for them. The mornings are 
jam-packed with activities in a contemporary style, relevant to the culture in which today’s 
children are growing up. Why not encourage your children to come along from 10.15 am 
on a Sunday morning.  
 
For further details of the above and other events please see the website or ring the Church 
Office on 01480 498801. www.thebridgechurch.co.uk  

The Bridge Church  

Serving St Ives and the surrounding 
communities. 

http://www.sacredheart-stives.org/
http://www.thebridgechurch.co.uk/
http://www.thebridgechurch.co.uk
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Windmills once abounded in Fenstanton from the twelfth century 
onwards. From the records that are available we can be sure that over 
the centuries there have been at least eight windmills in Fenstanton. We 
only know for certain those mills that were recorded in the 19th century 
and most of these were dismantled in the early 20th century. All of these 
mills have now disappeared without a trace although we know the 
location of six of them 
 
From the late twelfth century in Fenstanton a new source of power 
became available through the invention and rapid spread of the 
windmill.  Throughout the middle ages, the inhabitants of the village had 
to take their corn to the lord’s mill; exclusive possession of the manorial 
mill was one of the privileges that the manorial lords generally managed to claim for 
themselves. Even Ramsey Abbey had a mill or two in Fenstanton. For centuries it was illegal 
for a peasant to grind his own corn.  
 
So, where were these windmills? Surprisingly enough it would appear that over the course of 
several centuries there were at least seven mills along what is now Low (formerly Lower) 
Road. That’s not seven individual mills, for some were replacements for older units. The only 
mill that is recorded elsewhere in the village was on the road to Fen Drayton, still called Mill 
Road.  
 
Mill Number 1:  
So let’s get started with the windmill that once stood opposite what is now Jones’s Boatyard. 
Today there is a small farm called Mill Farm sitting in Mill Field and next to it is a house called 
Mill Field. Both are standing where the mill and its outbuildings once stood.  
 

The Mill in 1900                                                  The same mill in 1925 and 1933 
I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In an early document, the mill is referred to as a post medieval post mill’. In the photographs it 
looks to be a later building, probably built on  the same site. It was a post mill (able to rotate 
to face the prevailing wind) with a round house base. It operated until the 1920’s but by 1933 
it was partly dismantled and only the round house and the skeleton of the body remained.  
 
Mills Number 2 and 3: 
Mills two and three were right next door to mill number one and would have occupied the site 
that is now opposite the entrance to the marina extension driveway. The first identified mill to 
occupy the site was a traditional post mill which was probably a replacement for a series of 
earlier mill. This mill was erected in 1819 by Mr Alpress Ashton and was later described as “a 
powerful mill, with good brickwork”. It was taken down around 1909.  
 

Fenstanton and its Windmills: Part 1:. 
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By the time of the 1871 census the mill was being worked by James Fleckney, who lived 
in a house next to the mill. He gives the name of the house as ‘Dole Mill House’, which 
suggests that the site must have at one time belonged to the Ramsey Abbey. The word 
dole today means a payment, usually unemployment money. In days past it meant a 
portion or allotment of money, food etc, especially as given at regular intervals by a 
charity, church monastery or abbey.  

In the mid-19th century the old windmill was abandoned and replaced by a new steam 
driven mill. This mill was built to make use of the River Great Ouse’s tidal surge. When 
the tide was high, water flowed up a dyke and collected in a big cistern which was re-
discovered when the new houses were being built. It was this supply of water that was 
used to work the steam engine. The system broke down when the river was re-
developed and sluices and flood gates were installed. It had a one hundred feet chimney 
which would have been visible for miles around.  

In 1909 Mr Edward Kiddle felled the chimney and converted the steam mill into a house 
called ‘River View’. In 1986 it was demolished and replaced by a number of private 
residences. The site is still called River View.  

The Knight family who also owned four mills in Hemingford Grey, worked the steam mill 
in Low Road, Fenstanton from the mid-1800s until the 1890s, however fierce competition
came in the form of Potto Brown's French steam mill built in St. Ives. The French mill had
access to river transport and the railway running behind the building so Thomas Knight 
could not compete.  

From the Cambridge Chronical 23rd February 1900: 
FOR SALE:  

“Comprising a well-built brick and slated Steam Corn Mill 
With high shaft, 14hp horizontal engine and boiler, running 3 pairs of stones, 

Also a large brick built windmill 
With 4 pairs of stones which have for 
some time been disused, together with 
a range of  
Board and tiles buildings  

Around about 1 acre plus 3 acres of 
old pasture land adjoining the Lower 
Road between Fenstanton and St Ives 

and for many years occupied by the late Mr James Knights”. 

This next picture is of the old steam mill prior to 1909, on Low Road Fenstanton: 

If you look closely on the left of the right hand picture you will see the sails of the mill that 
sat on the mound where today the water pumping station is situated on Low Road. That 
is our mill number five.  

To be continued next month. 
john.deeks@ntlworld.com  

http://www.fenstanton.cambs.info/
https://stives.cambs.info/
mailto:john.deeks@ntlworld.com
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Weather Watch 

Continued   
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It looks as if we might be able to play bowls this 
upcoming season at Fenstanton although, at the 
time of writing this, nothing is certain. We didn't play 
any League games at all last year for obvious 
reasons. 
 
We had a disastrous winter at the club, the worst floods that we have known. 
The water  was 4 feet deep in certain places causing a lot of damage to the club 
house and equipment. We are well on the way now to getting the club back to 
normal and hopefully we will be fully operational by the end of the month. 
This summer, as always, we will be looking for new members. There will be 
more details about this  and the date of our Open Day next month. We play a lot 
of bowls at Fenstanton in several different divisions ranging from Division 1 in 
some leagues to Division 5 in others and everything in between so all levels of 
bowlers are welcome.  For bowlers with little or no experience we have qualified 
coaches and all the equipment you need to get you started. If you feel you might 
be interested in joining us, look on the website for all contact information.  
 
Please come along to give it a try with no obligation. 

Update from Fenstanton Bowls Club 
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We hope that you are all keeping well. 
 
The Fenstanton village sports committee met at the beginning of the month and it is with 
great sadness that we have decided not to run the village sports this year on the first 
weekend in July as we normally do. 
 
We really do want to hold the event but with the timing being so close to the 21st of june 
when we may be able to congregate  we wouldn’t be able to plan with any certainty. 
 
We will continue to meet via zoom and if we are able to safely hold one later in the sum-
mer we will look at all options 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
 
Sports day committee 

FENSTANTON SPORTS DAY 

Fenstanton and Hilton Primary School – lottery update! 
 
As you may recall, the PTA at Fenstanton and Hilton Primary School launched their ‘Your 
School Lottery’ in January 2021.  
So far, there have been 10 draws and 10 lucky winners –because there is one 
guaranteed winner from our supporters every week. 
It’s thanks to supporters playing the lottery that we have so far raised £185, from a 
combination of ticket sales and kindly donated winnings. 
All funds raised are being put towards things that enrich the lives of our children and 
enhance their learning journey through school, such as play equipment for each school 
‘bubble’. 
 
Will you support our lottery? 
For just £1 per week, you are in with a chance of winning the Your School Lottery 
jackpot of £25,000 or the guaranteed weekly prize for one of our supporters.  
In addition, once you’re signed up for tickets, you are automatically entered into all other 
of the fantastic prize draws offered by Your School Lottery – like the draw for a £500 bike 
voucher, courtesy of the The Bike Factory, which is running now. 
You don’t have to live in Fenstanton or Hilton to play and show your support for our 
amazing school. Just make sure you have our school’s details entered or join via the link 
below.  
 

With all good wishes and thank you for your support 
School PTA 
 

To learn more about Your School Lottery and get your tickets, visit:  
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/fenstanton-and-hilton-primary-
school  
or see page 40 for more information on how it works 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/fenstanton-and-hilton-primary-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/fenstanton-and-hilton-primary-school
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New Community Garden in Hilton 

As we come out of all the covid restrictions, a group of us in Hilton have been 
looking at ways we can  

GROW community 

GROW feelings of wellbeing by being outside in the fresh air 

GROW a greener environment  

And of course 
GROW flowers, vegetables, and fruit for everyone to enjoy. 

The first hurdle was to find a plot of land, and we have very kindly being 
offered a plot by Dr Randall at Monach Farm. 
We have applied for some grants to get money to support this project and are 
very hopeful that some will be forthcoming. We will particularly need fencing to 
protect the land from rabbits and Muntjac deer and tools, so if any business or 
individual would like to donate any that would be great.  
We will be inviting all Hilton residents to be part of this project, so if you would 
like to dig, plant, prune or pick do get in touch with Heather at 
23heatherc@gmail.com 
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Fenstanton and Hilton Primary School Lottery update! 
 
To learn more about Your School Lottery and get your tick-
ets, visit:  
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/
fenstanton-and-hilton-primary-school  
See page 28 for more information and update 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/fenstanton-and-hilton-primary-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/fenstanton-and-hilton-primary-school
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Is it really a year since we had our last meeting? We had no idea at the close of our 
AGM that we would not be together again the following fortnight. Its been a long and 
somewhat lonely, twelve months. 
Very uncertain times and hard for everyone.  It was nice to contact everyone in De-
cember with the doorstep cream tea and Christmas present. I hope that the birthday 
cards sent out helped you to know we are still a club and all the members are there 
for you. I am so looking forward to being able to have meetings again and get back 
to some form of normality. Hopefully we will have new members too, to breathe new 
life into the proceedings. 

Very sadly there are some of our members who are no longer with us. We will miss 
Margaret Arnold, Pauline Bishop, and Mollie Gildersleve for the love and friendship 
they brought to the club. Kath Rolph has moved into a care home, we hope she is 
happy and well cared for there. 

Meanwhile let us all look forward to a brighter future and happy days on the river, 
garden centres and lunches out. When we know when we can meet, I will be con-
tacting speakers and entertainers for our meetings. 
Take care everyone 
Marie. 

01480 350677 

FENSTANTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

Copies of my book, HILTON 1939 are still 
available 67 pages, with illustrations   

Only £7 to cover printing costs. 

This may be just what you are looking for 
as a small Christmas gift, or for yourself if 
you are a newcomer to the village. 

Please contact me at 3, Mill Hill End, or phone 07484 
650209, and if required I will deliver within the village 

Gillian Sheail
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Hilton Parish Council 
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Hilton British Legion 

The Royal British Legion in Hilton 
 
Firstly we would like to thank Mickey and his Team for collating news items from 
both villages to create April’s Spectrum, and all the wonderful ladies and gents for 
delivering the Spectrum to us individually, in all weathers.  Especially, as we are all 
still living in such unknown times. 
 
As one would expect, current restrictions limit all Legion activities, but as usual we 
closely collaborate with our colleagues and fellow members in St Ives.  Sadly we have 
been unable to fully honour members who have passed away, but within the govern-
ment guidelines our Standard Bearer was recently able to walk for a short distance 
ahead of the cortège of a retired member of the Royal Air Force, known to RBL mem-
bers. 
 
Hilton’s current total raised in aid of this year’s Poppy Appeal stands at £913.80 and 
nationally at around £24 million, all of which is totally amazing considering the con-
straints imposed on the Appeal.  Hopefully soon restrictions will be lifted and all chari-
ties will be able to organise fund raising events for us all to participate in and enjoy. 
 
If you know of a struggling veteran or member of the Armed Forces, please contact 
either of us, in confidence, and we will put you in contact with one of our local Wel-
fare Officers. 
 
As ever, thank you for all the support you give to the Royal British Legion. 
 
Margaret – 831186 and Julie – 830580. 

Hilton Baby & Toddler Group 
We are a friendly group with babies and toddlers of all ages.   
We have a great range of toys and a well stocked biscuit tin so feel free to come 
along and have a chat while the little ones burn off some energy!    
Sessions cost £2.50 and run from 10.00am -11.30am every Tuesday, excluding 
school holidays.   
Contact Abi Halstead - abigailhalstead@hotmail.com / 07749 682229   for further 
information.   
Find Us on Facebook  

mailto:abigailhalstead@hotmail.com
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 We have been surprisingly busy since 
the last edition of Spectrum in spite of 
Lockdown, mainly by Zoom, Facetime, 

Whatsapp, the printed word and of course the telephone ! 
For our January meeting we had a fascinating talk by Kasia Gdaniec who 
has been leading the Archaeology teams on the A14 which over the 
years has included the expertise of over 300 people from all over the 
world who even found evidence from Roman times. 
For the next meeting Karen Jacques, representing the Operation Smile 
charity, told us about its superb work after which our members 
collectively donated just over £400 which is enough to fund two life 
changing operations on cleft palate conditions. 
At our recent March meeting Anne-Marie Hamilton amused and 
entertained us on the joys, challenges and hard work of her life as a 
farmer's wife for 50 years. 
On most Mondays we have been having 'Tea Time Chats', starting with 
themed subjects such as ideas for a Staycation, a favourite job, films, 
memorable buildings, songs and our lives at the time of the conversion to 
the decimal currency in 1971 – 50 years ago ! 
In February we took part in the Green Heart Campaign to highlight the 
state of the planet by decorating the Pavilion with messages and home 
made green hearts.  
Work continues on the creation of our Centenary Tablecloth, most of us 
have had our first vaccine and we have just published our very popular 
30th Newsletter since we began last March. It included the final episode 
by Adrian Arnold recalling his experiences on the Round the World 
Yacht Race in 1995. We are extremely grateful to all the talented 
people who contribute jokes, photos, poems, news and longer articles. 
Hilton WI members are continuing to support each other and keeping 
active however we can and future activities are provisionally planned. 
Meanwhile we keep in touch within the limits and very much look forward 
to the happy day when we can meet and greet in the village hall once 
more and new members are always made very welcome to our friendly 
group. 

Hilton WI 
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From right to left: Monach Astrantia Q*17, Fuschia Q*18, Iva Q*19, Mimosa Q*20 

 
Good Breeding 
At the end of The Green in Hilton there is a wonderful haven for people and 
animals. Dreda, Roland and Emy Randall breed and keep endangered and 
minority breeds of farm animals including Dexter cattle, Ryeland and Shetland 
sheep, Anglo-Nubian, British Alpine and British Toggenburg goats and once 
there was a New Zealand Kune-Kune pig called Paddington! The riding stables 
also provides homes and shelter for native ponies including several rare breeds 
who needed a better home or whose family line is under threat and perhaps 
best of all, give all children including those with difficulties a safe place to ride 
or volunteer. 
 
Besides the Egg Farm is there anywhere else in the village creating produce 
from the land and selling it locally? The goats are milked twice a day and the 
family, along with Ellie (Emy’s sister) at her farm in Essex make ice cream. 
Goat milk is different in composition to cows’ milk and it makes a lighter mix. 
The flavours of ‘Caprilatte’ are delicious: vanilla, chocolate, coconut, summer 
berry, tiramisu, stracciatella and many others. Cheese is also produced, and 
the Smoked Cheddar and Nettle and Garlic are extremely popular. A new 
product: soap recently has been added to the list of goods made on the farm 
and is becoming popular. Goat dairy products are also suitable for a lot of 
people who are sensitive to proteins in cow milk. 
 
Most of us have visited Monach Farm with our children on one of their Open 
Days. What cannot have escaped the attention of visitors is the sheer number 
of rosettes awarded to Dreda’s goats over the years. These goats are 
celebrities, notable prize-winners at county shows across the country and kids 
have been exported to over 40 countries all over the world. There are around 
50 goats on the farm at present including this year’s young kids. With a small 
herd like Dreda’s, every goat is known by name and its food intake and yield 
carefully monitored. 
 

HILTON PRODUCE SHOW 
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Goats have a reputation for eating anything, but Dreda tells me the 
reason that they get maligned for eating off the washing line is be-
cause they are browsers, not grazers, so naturally most of their food 
comes from around 30cm off the ground.  They are intelligent and 
inquisitive creatures that investigate with their lips (they don’t have 
fingers to feel with!) They are in fact very fussy eaters and will reject 
any food that has been spilt on the ground or soiled.  
The fact that Monach goats are so highly sought after is down to the 
genius of Dreda, who has been keeping goats since she was 7 years 
old. It deserves to be more widely known that Dreda is the FIRST 
PERSON EVER to breed twenty successive generations of one goat 
family that have all gained British Goat Society officially recorded 
milk awards for high yield, high protein and high butterfat. Why, you 
might ask, has this not been achieved before? Your faithful reporter 
went to Dreda herself in search of answers. 
 
“These qualifications, along with pedigree details are all published in 
the British Goat Society Herd Books and Year Books’’, Dreda ex-
plained. Maybe a part of the reason no one has achieved ‘Q*20’ be-
fore is because I have kept the same lines for so many decades, 
concentrating on high quality productivity rather than just beauty! 
Many years ago, we developed our own brand of concentrate feed 
along with Otley College, which we still use, coupled with the species
-rich hay from our own conservation grasslands. But chance also 
plays its part. As with human families, a female may produce only 
male offspring, or be barren or die young and the female line is then 
lost.” 
 
Finally, a warm invitation to Monach Farm: 
 
The farm is part of the Nature 
Friendly Farming Network and the 
Environmental Stewardship 
Scheme which allows free visits by 
school groups, care homes and 
other organisations. Meet the fami-
ly, the animals they care for and 
sample the products they make at 
this year’s Open Farm Sunday on 
June 27

th 
2021.      

      Hopefully, this kid will be the 21st generation!    

HILTON PRODUCE SHOW 
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What’s on in November 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

Dates of future events: 
If you know of any local event not listed - no matter how far ahead - send us a 

note with the date and we will include it in ‘Dates of Future Events’ 
 

I apologise for not keeping this section up to date but, as I am 
sure you understand, events cannot be made certain until the 
CORONA virus situation is given the all clear. 
 
Keep up to date with the Churches and Clubs notices.  
 
Please keep well and let us get back to normal ASAP. 
 
Spectrum Team 




