
  

July/August 2016  

 One copy delivered free to each household ten times per year.  
Available online at: 
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One of the arrangements to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday, in Hilton Church in May. All the displays looked very beautiful, it was difficult to choose one. We settled on this one because it was different.  
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LETTERS & NOTICES  PLEASE GIVE or SEND  
WRITTEN COPY TO:  

 Mickey Pallett, 31 Lancelot Way,  
Fenstanton, PE28 9LY  

 We still receive emails sent to: 
spectrumparishnews@gmail.com 

CHRISTIAN AID HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION IN FENSTANTON 
 A really big thank you to everyone in Fenstanton who supported this year’s envelope collection. Your generous donations raised £2152-54 in total for this years appeal. A fabulous amount that will really help some of the poorest people in our world. Many thanks to those lovely volunteers who kindly collected door to door - you helped make a real 

difference.             Katie Hucklesby. 

WANTED URGENTLY  FOR 
FENSTANTON 
 
A rounds distributor to deliver 15 bundles 
of magazines to people who deliver magazines in Fenstanton.  
  Please contact Kay Pulley, 495308 if 
you are able to help with the above.   
URGENTLY NEEDED  
FOR HILTON 
 
Someone willing to deliver Spectrum along WESTBROOK/New England 
and also someone for POTTON ROAD, Hilton, from the end of August.  If you are able to help please ring Graeme on 830481 and he will give you details. 
 These people are very important to the 
smooth delivery of the magazines, please help if you can. 

Hinchingbrooke Hospital   
 Thank you to  everyone who helped  
to  collecti signatures for the petition 
to Save Hinchingbrooke Hospital. 
2,500 in all. The last 1,000 were 
handed to the hospital board on 
Monday 23rd May.  Unfortunately’ 
following Peterborough's meeting on 
Tuesday 24th May, the merger 
plans have now been approved.  
Although it's not the outcome we 
would have hoped for, we did at 
least try to show our opposition to 
the proposals.     
    Linda Miles.  
LOVE IN A BOX 
School Is nearly finished, hopefully 
the sun shines every day, it is time 
for playing, picnics and holidays. 
My thoughts are turning towards 
Christmas and my ‘Mustard Seed 
Shoe Box Appeal’.   
If you are buying new shoes please 
may I ask for the shoe boxes (size 2 
upwards) these will then be wrapped 
in Christmas paper ready to be 
filled. 
You can leave them at 13 Little 
Moor, Fenstanton, or at the 
Fenstanton United Reformed 
Church or ring me on 01480 464939 
for collection. 
More appeals in the  September 
edition. Many thanks   Jenny  
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Fenstanton Fenlands Livelihoods 
 As we look over the large area of 

arable land and meadow which 
surround Fenstanton, It is difficult to 
think back to the medieval appearance 
of the Fenland. The nature of the 
district in early times can best be 
judged from the words of those who 
saw it. A monk of the Abbey of 
Peterborough writing in 1150AD 
described the district near to where he 

lived and this would have applied equally to Fenstanton. 

“From the flooding of the rivers, or from their overflow, the water, standing on unlevel ground, 
makes a deep marsh and so renders the land uninhabitable, save on some raised spots of 
ground, This marsh, however, is very useful for men; for there are found wood and twigs for 
fires, hay for the fodder of cattle, thatch for covering houses, and many other useful things. It 
is, moreover, productive of birds and fishes. For there are various rivers, and very many 
waters and ponds abounding in fish. In all these things the district is most fertile”. 
 The Fenstanton Fens themselves were of changeable value. Some were quite swamped and 
formed lakes, others were flooded only in winter but free for pasture in summer; others were 
fairly dry in an ordinary season. Accordingly, the day to day activities of our village were 
varied; fishing and fowling, the cutting of turfs and the grazing of animals. 
 In the records we see references to Fenstanton fishermen with their small boats. Everywhere 
in the Fenland around Fenstanton, the activity of the fishermen was evident. Over many 
centuries there have been as many as seven fisheries in Fenstanton. Some were owned by 
Ramsey Abbey and some by the Lord of the Manor. The rights to work these fisheries would 
have been rented out to villagers who would have paid their rent in fish and eels. 
 Twelfth and thirteenth century records show many referrals to eel-rents. Eels certainly fulfilled 
many of the uses of currency in the fens. Debts were settled by payments of eels; rentals and 
tithes were defined in terms of thousands of eels. 
 Other produce from the Fenstanton Fen appears to have consisted of reeds and rushes and 
sedge. They represented a valuable building material particularly for thatching, and, naturally, 
the sale of rushes figures in many account rolls. On the Fenstanton manor, the cutting and 
binding of rushes formed part of the services which a villain might be called upon to perform. 
Rushes and reeds were cut only at a practical time of the year and fisheries were in no way to 
be damaged. 
 But by far the most valuable feature of the Fenstanton Fenland was its unique adaptation for 
water meadows. Good meadow was always scarce in the medieval village, and the 
possession of wide expanses of well-watered and well-grassed meadows would more than 
compensate for the occasional loss of the hay harvest through summer floods. 
 In Medieval England, Michaelmas (the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel occurs on 29th 
September), marked the ending and beginning of the husbandman's year. The meaning of 
"husband" in this term is "master of house" rather than "married man". 
 At that time the harvest was over and the bailiff or reeve of the manor would be making out the 
Lord’s accounts for the year. A husbandman in the medieval and early modern period was a 
free tenant farmer or small landowner. The social status of a husbandman was below that of a 
yeoman.     
John Deeks 2016   
(John.deeks@ntlworld.com) 
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FENSTANTON PARISH COUNCIL meeting - 9th June 

FENSTANTON VILLAGE SPORTS  & PRODUCE SHOW - Saturday 2nd July  
 Fenstanton and Hilton Primary School Field 

A programme should have been delivered to your door, Please enter as many  
things as you can. NB: if you had any trophies last year they should  

have been  handed in to Ron’s Farm Shop by now! 

Police report: During the month of April, the latest information available, the following crimes 
and incidents were reported: 2 incidents of anti-social behaviour; 7 incidents of vehicle crime; 2 
incidents of burglary; 1 incident of violence. 
Parishioners are reminded to be vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour to the Police 
telephone 101, Crimestoppers can be contacted on 0800 55 51 11 or in an emergency 999. 
 
Local Government Boundary Commission: New draft proposals for the electoral review of 
Cambridgeshire have been received. The new proposals do not appear to have any effect on 
Parish of Fenstanton representation.  
 
Parish Cemetery: During a recent inspection of memorials in the cemetery a number were 
found to be deemed in an unsafe condition. As a first cautionary action hazard tape has been 
placed discretely around the base of the affected memorials. Action is being taken to restore the 
memorials to a safe condition as soon as possible.   
 
The next meeting of Fenstanton Parish Council will be held on Thursday 14th July 2016 at 7:30 
at Fenstanton & Hilton Primary School, School Lane, Fenstanton. 
 
Members of the public and press are welcome. 
      
The minutes of previous meetings are available on the Village website or via the Clerk. 

JULY BULLETIN FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
  
We are starting to see the first glimpses of summer and the hot weather – long may it continue. 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service hopes you have all been staying fire safe with your 
latest outdoor activities, but just in case, here are our firefighters’ top tips:  When out camping or using a tent, never use candles inside or nearby and  always 
discourage smoking nearby. Never cook inside a tent ..  If cooking outdoors, keep barbeques on level ground, never pour accelerant on it and use it 
well away from fences, sheds and foliage.  If you have a bonfire, build it well away from buildings, tents or other flammable objects and 
make sure it is properly out when you leave.  When out in the countryside, extinguish cigarettes properly and dispose of  them 
responsibly – never throw a lit cigarette into a field or wooded area.  Don’t forget to stay safe around our county’s waterways and if you see someone in trouble 
in water, call 999 immediately with clear details of your location. 
  
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to 
www.cambsfire.gov.uk or call 01480 444500. Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube and Facebook. 
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HILTON PARISH COUNCIL - June 6th 
The following is a brief report of the main matters transacted. 
 20mph Speed Limit: Following this voluntary speed limit initiative by Mick 
George Ltd (reported in June Spectrum) the council has approached 
Cambridgeshire County Council. Positive feedback has been received and we 
await more detail and discussion prior to installation of the 20mph signs. 
 A14 Update: In line with the presentation made at the Annual Parish Meeting, 
the chair expressed his thanks to the A14 working group and to parishioners 
who attended meetings. However despite all this support, the PC is 
disappointed that only minimal noise attenuation has been secured, namely the 
2m bund and a “low noise” road surface. 
 A14 - Highways England: We understand that Highways England have booked 
the Village Hall for an exhibition or meeting (details still awaited) on Friday 19th 
July from 19.00 to 21.00. We will post further details on receipt, on the website 
and notice boards. 
 Bags of Help. This scheme was reported in the May Spectrum. Money raised 
from the “5p bag charge” in Tesco stores is being used to assist in community 
projects. PC discussed the scheme and agreed to obtain more details to discuss 
with the proposed review of the Parish Plan in September. 
 Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) Information: Following the interesting 
presentation at this year’s Annual Parish Meeting, the PC discussed 
opportunities to broaden the NHW information to a wider audience, including 
those without internet access. It was agreed to move this matter forward but to 
avoid duplication discussions should include Hilton’s NHW 
 Vole Survey: The results from the survey on 20th April  have been submitted to 
the PC. It confirms that water vole are present but not in large numbers 
throughout the brook. Recommendations were made to improve the vole habitat 
and the Green Management Group offered to discuss the recommendations 
with the Wildlife Officer. 
 2015/2016 Financial Audit. The statement of accounts was presented to the 
PC and approved. We thank our internal auditor, Gary Fordham, for his 
continued help. 
 The Next Parish Council meeting will take place on the 4th July  in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm. We would like to remind parishioners who intend to speak at the 
meeting that the content must relate to an agenda item. Agendas, Minutes of 
Meetings and contact details will be placed on the council’s website, www.hilton-
pc.co.uk. The agenda will also be posted on the village notice boards 
 Annual Parish Meeting - Hilton 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 9th May 2016 in Village Hall and the 
Parish Council would like to thank Ken Harris for his presentation on the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and the Town Trust for their report. Full minutes 
will be presented at the next Parish Council meeting and posted on the Council's 
website thereafter. 
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HILTON METHODIST CHURCH - July/August 

HILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
FAIRTRADE COFFEE MORNING 

 
    Saturdays, July 2nd &  August 6th  

  10.00am until 12.00noon. 
 

 Tea, coffee and biscuits are served for £1, profits in aid of EACH.  
There will be all the usual FAIRTRADE goods on sale: groceries;  

sweets; cards; gifts; jewellery; scarves and much more.  
Do come and join us.  

Contact:  Sandy Monk (830273), email:  sandy.monk@btinternet.com 
And Heather Woods (830686), email: ianwoods1992@btinternet.com 
  
  3rd 10 00am      Mr John Bridge 
10th  11 15am      United service at the Methodist Church, will be a farewell 
      service for Rev Katy Dunn. We hope that many of   
        you will be able to come to this service. 
17th      10 00am     Mr Don Moorman 
24th    10 00am   Rev A Taylor 
31st 10.00am   Rev Katy Dunn 
 
7th 10 00am     Mr Laurie Horden 
14th  11 15am     Mr Derek Rutherford 
21st      10 00am     Local arrangement service 

 
SEDICI CHOIR CONCERT 

The Sedici choir are making a return visit to the Methodist Church  
after their very popular concert last year. 

The concert will be on SATURDAY 15th OCTOBER at 7.30pm.  
Refreshments will be served during the interval in the church hall. 

Tickets will available nearer the time from  
Heather Woods 830686 and Sandy Monk 830273 

Advance warning!  Once again, the Village Hall Committee are planning a HOG 
ROAST - this will take place on evening of 3rd September.  At time of writing, 
no other information is available so, check out Spectrum in August, also Village 
Hall Facebook page, and notice boards.  This popular event gets booked 
quickly with people taking whole tables.  Make a note in your diaries. 
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 TOTS’ PRAISE (0- 5year olds) - HILTON 
 We enjoyed a lovely story in May, thanking all the people who help to make our bread. After our 

activity, we ate some bread and jam, which was delicious. We will have enjoyed another hour 
together in June, by the time you read this, and will have said goodbye to Ethan and Micah, 
who are starting school in September. We will miss seeing them but know that they are looking 
forward to being at school. Our session in July is replaced by the Children’s service and Teddy 
Bears’ picnic during Feast Week, so please look at the Feast Week details for times on the 
Wednesday 27th July. Fingers crossed for sunny weather. 
No Tots’ Praise in August  - have a happy holiday time and look forward to seeing some new 
faces in September, on Monday 26th.  Contact Linda on 830660 or Laura on 839110 for details. 

 

Hilton Parish Church - July & August Services 
Sunday 3rd July   
Hilton 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Hilton 10.00am Children’s Service 
Sunday 10th July   
Hilton 11.15am United Service at Methodist church  with 

Sunday Club in Schoolroom.  Last united 
service with Katy 

Hilton Lunchtime Bring & share picnic 
Sunday 17th July   
Hilton 8.00am Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th July St Mary Magdalene 
Hilton 11.15am Holy Communion & Patronal Festival 
Hilton 5.00pm Songs of Praise in the Feast Week marquee.  

All welcome – do come along and join in! 
Wednesday 27th   
Hilton 11.30am Children’s Feast Week Service followed by 

Teddy Bears’ picnic. 
Sunday 31st July     
Hilton 11.15am Family Communion 
Sunday 7th Aug   
Hilton 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 14th Aug   
Hilton 11.15am Holy Communion 
Sunday 21st Aug   
Hilton  8.00am Holy Communion 
Sunday 28th Aug   
Hilton  11.15am Family Worship with coffee served 

beforehand at 11.00am 
Contact information for Hilton: Rev’d David Busk on 01480 436400 or dwbusk@hotmail.com 
(for weddings, baptisms and matters of pastoral concern), Ralph Slayter (funerals) 01480 
830466 or Rachel Wood 01480 830866 (general enquiries).  



8 

FENSTANTON PARISH CHURCH—July 
Saturday 2nd  
Fenstanton 2.00pm Stand at Fenstanton Sports Day 
Sunday 3rd St Thomas 
Fenstanton 9.30am Holy Communion, with Sunday Club 
Thursday 7th  
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Fenstanton 3.20pm Jaffa Club 
Thursday 7th to 
Sunday 10th 

Welcome to Fringe in the Fen Arts Festival. The Parish 
Church is a main venue, see http://fringeinthefen.co.uk/ 

Sunday 10th Trinity 7 
Fenstanton 10.00am Worship for All 
Thursday 14th  
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Sunday 17th Trinity 8 
Fenstanton 9.30am Holy Communion, with Sunday Club,  

with Prayer for Healing 
Fenstanton 6.00pm Choral Evensong 
Thursday 21st  
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Fenstanton 3.20pm Jaffa Club 
Friday 22nd  
Fenstanton 2.00pm Wedding Daniel Pitt & Melissa Greenfield 
Sunday 24th Trinity 9 
Fenstanton 9.30am Family Communion 
Monday 25th  
Fenstanton 9.00am Coach trip to Southwold, see separate notice 
Thursday 28th  
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Sunday 31st Trinity 9 
Fenstanton 9.30am Holy Communion 
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Thursday 4th   
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Sunday 7th Trinity 11  
Fenstanton 9.30am Holy Communion by extension 
Thursday 11th   
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Sunday 14th Trinity 12  
Fenstanton 10.00am Worship for All 
Thursday 18th   
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Friday 19th   
Fenstanton 7.30pm Preview of Flower Festival   
Saturday 20th   
Fenstanton 12noon Wedding Alexander Wakelin & Elizabeth Theoday 
Sunday 21st Trinity 13  
Fenstanton 9.30am Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing 
Fenstanton 6.00pm Evensong 
Thursday 25th   
Fenstanton 8.30am Morning Prayer (15 minutes) 
Sunday 28th Trinity 14  
Fenstanton 9.30am Family Communion 
Fenstanton 3.00pm Celebration of 300th Anniversary of Lancelot 

‘Capability’ Brown, with Rt Revd David Thomson, 
Bishop of Huntingdon 

FENSTANTON PARISH CHURCH—August 

Contact information: 
For Fenstanton: Rev’d Dr Robin McKenzie on 01480 466162 or mckenzie_robin@hotmail.com 
(baptisms, and matters of pastoral concern). Robin is usually available Thursday, Friday, and 
Sunday on parish business (urgent pastoral concerns at any time though); The Vicarage, 
Fenstanton, just next to Fenstanton Parish Church (opposite the entrance to the car park). 
Harvey Marshall as Licensed Lay Minister on 01480 395936 is also a first contact point for 
funerals, and is also available for any pastoral conversations. 
Other points of contact: for Community Fund FenstantonCommunityFund@gmail.com,  
or Niki Whitby 01480 370973 (weddings), or Josie Charter 01480 351059 (Fenstanton Welcome 
Pack), or Philip Blunt 01480 461751 (general enquiries). 
Web http://www.fenstantonparishchurch.org.uk/, and on Facebook 
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Fenstanton Parish Church are organising  A Coach Trip to  Southwold  
on Monday 25th July 2016 

 Leaving Fenstanton (Church Leys Car Park) at 9am. Returning app. 8.30pm Cost £11 per seat on the coach. 
Bring a picnic etc 

      Please ring Katie on 465211  or e-mail ikhuck@virginmedia.com    for full details and a booking form. 
 

RE-OPENING OF THE CHURCH CENTRE IN FENSTANTON 
 The newly renovated Church Centre was 

reopened by the Bishop of Huntingdon, the 
Rt Rev Dr David Thomson (see photo), on 
Thursday 9th June. It was lovely to be 
joined by our grant funders (grants 
received totalled £102,500), local 
businesses who contributed to the project, 
members of the press and villagers alike to 
see the building  dedicated and reopened. 
Thank you to all the bakers who made the 
delicious cakes that were much 
appreciated.  Thank you to everyone who 
has supported all our events to make the 
£250,000 renovation project possible. We 
are opening the church centre on the day 
of Village Sports, Saturday 2nd July, to 
enable anyone who was unable to look 
round to come and see the completed 
project. We will be open from 4.00pm -
7.00pm and welcome anyone who would 
like to take a look after the sports races 
have been completed. We are continuing 
to fundraise to be able to buy new chairs 
and tables for the centre and events are 
being planned....watch this space! 


